
 

Eternal Ruler of The Ceaseless Round 

The School Song  

Words by W A Chadwick 
Music by Eric Thiman 

Eternal Ruler of the ceaseless round  
Of circling planets singing on their way;  

Guide of the nations from the night profound  
Into the glory of the perfect day;  

Rule in our hearts that we may ever be  
Guided and strengthened and upheld by Thee.  

 
We are of Thee, the children of Thy love,  

The brothers of Thy well-beloved Son;  
Descend, O Holy Spirit, like a dove  

Into our hearts that we may be as one;  
As one with Thee, to Whom we ever tend  

As one with Him, our brother and our friend. 

We would be one in hatred of all wrong  
One in our love all things sweet and fair  

One with the joy that breaketh into song,  
One with the grief that trembleth into prayer.  
One in the power that makes the children free  

To follow truth, and thus to follow Thee. 
  

O clothe us with Thy heavenly armour, Lord,  
Thy trusty shield, Thy sword of love divine;  

Out inspiration be Thy constant word;  
We ask no victories that are not Thine;  

Give or withhold, let pain or pleasure be:  
Enough to know that we are serving Thee. 
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Friends of Malton School 
 

Friends of Malton School was launched in October 2008 to provide 
additional funds to improve facilities for students at the School, and 

to help preserve archive material relating to the School's long history. 
What can Friends expect for their money? 

• A one-off annual request for a donation. 
• An annual Friends report, giving an account of funds raised and 

items purchased, and the effect on the lives of the students 
• A guarantee that all funds raised will be spent to provide additional 

facilities , for the benefit of students past and present 
For Friends who do not receive the following already 

• A copy of the school newsletter six times per year. 
• Invitations to major school events. 

 
What Friends should not expect: 

• Friends is quite simply a fundraising initiative. 
It will not be organising social events—this will be left to the school’s 

PTA as in the past. 
• There will be few if any “benefits” - we want the money to be 

spent on students’ facilities 
Who will become Friends? 

We welcome anyone who wishes to help the School. Students, staff , 
governors and parents - all either past or present - as well as local 

business contacts. 
Who will manage the Friends funds? 

Spending will be decided through consultation between the Deputy 
Head, the Chair of the Governors’ Student Matters Committee,  

the School Bursar, the Head Boy and Girl. 
Overall responsibility for the account rests with the Governing Body. 

The account is part of the Malton School account, which is a 
registered charity 

 
How do you donate money to Friends? 

Simply make a donation, or print out and fill in the form on the 
school website, or e-mail us with details and send a cheque.  
(Sorry, we do not have card handling facilities at present.) 

We ask for a minimum donation of £10 per individual.  
There is, of course, no upper limit! 

 

Programme for the Evening 

 
 

7.00  Doors open.  Bar and buffet 
  

7.30 Welcome by the Head Girl & Boy, and Deputies 
 Holly Johnson and Lewis Rawling 
 Bryony Hall and Joshua Eldridge-Smith 
 
7.35   The Early Years:  1911-1937 Mr E L Watt 
 Music from James Poole:  

Claude Debussy: Girl With the Flaxen Hair 
 
7.40 Moving on: 1937-1951 Mr T A Williams 
 Music from Emily Stolting, Alex Lancaster, James Poole:  
 Eric Thiman: Eternal Ruler of The Ceaseless Round 
 (the school song) 
 
7.45 Two Malton Schools: 1951-1971 Mr P Taylor 
          1958-1971 Mr G Hanson 
 Music from Lewis Delaney and friends 
 Elvis Presley: Hound-dog 
  
7.50 One School: 1971-1986  Mr J Gresswell 
 Music from Declan Gough 
 Tony Christie: Amarillo 
 
7.55 Endless Change: 1986-2006 Mr D Roberts 
 Music from Joanna Booker and Cameron Race 
 Adele.  Someone Like You 
 
8.00 The Present and the Future: 2006-2011Mr R Williams  
 

8.05—9.00  An opportunity to reminisce & tours of the school 



Ernest Loraine Watt 
1911-1936 

First headmaster of the new school, he was 
appointed at the young age of 33, and 
remained in charge until his death in service 
in 1936. He taught Latin, English and 
Scripture. It was said he “had no need to 
resort to angry words or forbidding 
countenance” 

Thomas Arthur Williams 
1937-1951 
“TAW” had been a member of staff since 
1913, and senior master since 1919, with a 
break for service in both the Royal Navy and 
armed forces during the first world war.  He 
was headteacher until 1951, and continued 
his connection as a governor until ill health 
forced his retirement. He died in 1964. 

Headteachers 1911 - 2011 
There have been only seven headteachers in a hundred years, 
two of them concurrent. This gives strength (in a particular 
interpretation) to T A Williams’ observation in 1937, of: 
   ‘the unusual degree of affection that the school has inspired in the heads 

of all of those who have become associated with it in any way.’   

Philip Taylor 
1951-1971 
Educated at Manchester Grammar School, 
then Cambridge University - resulting in an 
MA in Classics.  He was a passionate 
musician. He was 40 years old when he 
came to Malton. He was a Malton town 
councillor, a Rotarian and a JP. 

A previous history of the Grammar School had been written in  
the 1960s, by a former teacher at the school, David Lloyd.  

 
The booklet David Lloyd produced 
traced the history of the school back 
over 400 years.  He acknowledges 
significant help from ‘two old 
Maltonians, Howard Fox, B.A. (1952-
59) and Antony Kirby (1956-64), who 
had special responsibility 
for the periods 1941-50 
a n d  1 9 3 1 - 4 0 
respectively.’ Mr Rolls and 
Mrs Taylor were also 
noted as helping.   



The History of Malton School 
 

The idea for a book was first suggested in 2001.  A website 
dedicated to Maltonians had been set up in 1999 and people 
had been sending e-mails, photos, letters and documents for 
some time.  The refurbishment of the school library in 1999-
2000 forced a fresh look at the archive material the school 
possessed, and some attempt at organising it was made. 
Deputy Head teacher Steve Fearnley, who was running the 
website, then pulled all the material together from various 
contributors and a book was finally published in 2008, covering 
the period up to the end of the time of David Roberts’ 
headship.   

The book is printed and 
bound in what is called 
"Perfect Bound" style, 
with a softback cover 
which is a thick board, 
though not quite what 
you  wou ld  ca l l 
hardback. It then has a 
wrap around book 
jacket which gives it a 
crisp, professional 
finish. It was printed by 
HPE Print in Pickering. 

The book is on sale 
from school at £15, 
(£19 if postage and 
packing is required.) 

There are still copies 
available. 

George Hanson 
1958—1971 
 

Sole headmaster of Malton County Modern 
School.  Previously head of Kinver Grammar 
School in Staffordshire.  He constantly worked 
to allow the students in his charge 
opportunities, most significantly to gain 
meaningful qualifications.  

John Gresswell 
1951-1989 
He arrived at Malton as deputy head from a 
school in Bicester, to help oversee the change 
to comprehensive education, but with the 
untimely death of Philip Taylor, became head 
within weeks of the new Malton School 
opening.   

David Roberts 
1989-2006 

Previously deputy head at St Aidan’s, 
Harrogate, and Oxford graduate of German 
and Russian. He was responsible for the 
introduction of Local Financial Management 
(LFM), and oversaw a new library, computer 
rooms and a science wing. 

Robert Williams 
2006—present 
Previously deputy head at Temple Moor 
School in Leeds, a teacher of history.  In his 
first few years he has reintroduced school 
blazers, had a strong effect on discipline, and 
overseen the sports centre development. 



 

NEW  

GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

FOR MALTON 

OPENED BY  

EARL FITZWILLIAM 

Though the masters and students 
have been in possession for more 
than a week, the new Malton 
Grammar School was formerly 
“opened” yesterday by Earl 
Fitzwilliam, and was launched upon 
its career with high hopes for its 
future success. The school, though 
in every sense a new and modern 
institution, is also the inheritor of a 
name and tradition going right 
back to the first half of the 
sixteenth century, when the Free 
Grammar School at Malton was 
founded in 1547 by Robert 
Holgate, the then Archbishop of 
York. The new school, which is 
arranged for 120 pupils, is 
constructed solely with a view to 
utility combined with economy. 
There is no architectural flourish to 
the exterior, but the interior has 
been planned to ensure healthy 
conditions for the pupils and 
convenience and comfort in 
working. In addition to the five 
classrooms there is a physics 
laboratory and wood-working 
room for the boys, and a domestic 
science room for the girls.  

Extract from the Yorkshire Post 
26 September 1911 

Two other buildings designed by Brierley. County Hall 
at Northallerton (1912), and Sion Hill Hall (1913).  

Some similarities with the school are evident - the high 
pitch roof and tall chimneys, for example. An interest-
ing feature is a drainpipe head— almost identical to 

the one still visible in Malton School quad. (The white 
one is on Sion Hill Hall, the black is Malton School.) 



Walter Brierley 

Malton Grammar School was designed by architect Walter 
Henry Brierley (1862-1926). Brierley was a York based architect 
who practised in the city for 40 years around the turn of the 
20th century. He was known as “the Yorkshire Lutyens”. 
Between 1885 and 1926, Brierley was responsible for over 300 
buildings, including schools, churches, houses and civic 
buildings, in York, North Yorkshire and across the North. He 
was the architect for the York Diocese.   

Brierley’s legacy includes the Headmaster’s House at the King’s 
Manor, and County Hall Northallerton. In York, he designed the 
following schools, Park Grove School (1895), Fishergate School 
(1895), Scarcroft School (1896) generally regarded as his 
masterpiece, Haxby Road School (1904) and Poppleton Road 
School (1904).  He also designed Sion Hill Hall, a private 
residence near Thirsk in the village of Kirby Wiske.  Goddards, 
on Tadcaster Road, built for the Terry Family in the 1920s and 
now the National Trust’s headquarters, was his last building.   

No catechism or formulary distinctive of any particular religious 
denomination will be taught in the school. 

At present there are about 40 pupils on the books, but next year it is hoped 
that the school will be recognised as a pupil teachers’ centre. 

There was a large attendance at yesterday’s opening ceremony over which 
the Hon. H. W. Fitzwilliam, chairman of the Board of Governors, presided. A 
short religious service was conducted by the Rev W. Ingham, Vicar of Old 
Malton.  

Sir W. H. A. Worsley, Chairman of the North Riding Education Committee, 
said the the value of the site and other funds amounted to two-thirds of the 
estimated cost of the buildings, and the County Council agreed to regard 
this as the local contribution, and also to make their grant of the remaining 
one-third out of the general county rate. The object of the school was to 
give a sound secondary education to boys and girls. The fees, 9 guineas a 
year, were very moderate. He hoped to see schools of that kind made 
absolutely self-supporting, and that was the object at which education 
committees were aiming. In the meantime a good deal would come out of 
the rates for the support of such schools as that. There were free places 
amounting to 25 per cent of pupils on the register. County exhibitions and 
boarding scholarships were also tenable at that school. It still awaited 
recognition by the Board of Education, but it had been recognised by the 
County Council and would receive the usual capitation grant.  

Earl Fitzwilliam, in declaring the school open, also dealt with the question of 
education from the point of view of foreign competition. The further one 
travelled, he said, the more one came to realise what strides education had 
made in the last twenty years in other countries, and what tortoise-like 
progress until a few years ago it had made in this country. All education, to 
be any good at all, must be progressive, and it behoved every good 
Englishman to do what he could to forward the cost of education, provided 
it ran on sound lines and in such method as would equip the rising 
generation to meet the necessities of the age. 

A cordial vote of thanks was accorded to Earl Fitzwilliam, on the motion of 
Mr W Bethell, (Chairman of the East Riding Education Committee), 
seconded by Mr. Hugh W. Pearson and supported by Mr. Bickersteth.  



The 7th Earl Fitzwilliam 
 

In 1911 the new school was opened by Earl Fitzwilliam, one of 
the richest men in the country, yet something of an enigmatic 
and intensely private character. 
 
William ("Billy") Charles de Meuron Wentworth-Fitzwilliam, the 
7th Earl FitzWilliam (25 July 1872-15 February 1943 was born 
in Pointe de Meuron, Canada on 25 July 1872, and died in 
1943 at the family's seat of Wentworth Woodhouse, near 
Barnsley in South Yorkshire. He inherited the title Earl 
FitzWilliam in 1902 on the death of his grandfather William 
Wentworth-FitzWilliam, 6th Earl FitzWilliam, as his father 
Viscount Milton had pre-deceased him.  On his succession to 
the Earldom, he became one of the richest men in Britain, 
inheriting an estate of significant land, industrial and mineral-
rights holdings worth £3.3 billion in modern day terms.   

 
Wentworth-Woodhouse is 
today a crumbling and 
forgotten 365-room palace in 
Yorkshire, with structural 
damage probably caused by 
open cast mining under the 
nationalised coal board.  The 
family’s story is one of 
spec tacu la r  r ap id  and 
intriguing decline, linked with 
the nationalisation of the coal 
mining industry on which their 
fortune was made.   
 
There is much uncertainty 
about the facts, and few 
records  survive to tell the full 
story.   

A rare photograph in 1896, held in 
the National Portrait Gallery  

A second photograph of the Earl, by Sir John Benjamin 
Stone, 1899, held by the National Portrait Gallery 

Black Diamonds  by Catherine Bailey is a 
book written in 2008.  
It attempts to tell the story  of  the 
Fitzwilliam family in the early twentieth 
century, in a mixture of historical 
account, some conjecture, and some 
novel-like passages.   
 
An interesting, if unusual, read.  


